Earlier this year DuPont formed a partnership with the non-profit organisation 'charity: water' to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in vulnerable communities by deploying hand-washing stations, hygiene and sanitation training, and through community health messaging.

The company was the charity\'s first brand partner in the water sector, with plans for additional collaboration towards the goal of increasing access to clean, safe water worldwide.

It contributed to the organisation\'s special COVID-19 Relief Fund, which was launched on 'Giving Tuesday Now'-- a global day (5 May 2020) of giving and unity as an emergency response to the unprecedented need caused by COVID-19. Throughout May, DuPont also invited participants of its online training webinars and Water Academy to support the effort.

HP Nanda, Global Vice President & General Manager, DuPont Water Solutions, commented: 'Our shared purpose is even more important during this global pandemic as the world needs abundant, clean, safe water flowing to communities to reduce the spread of this virus, promote recovery and maintain health.'

Research has shown that more than 785 million people around the world live without access to clean water, and more than 3 billion lack basic access to a hand-washing facility. Sub-Saharan Africa is significantly vulnerable, where 75% of its population lacks access to such facilities.

Without strong healthcare systems on which to rely, prevention is absolutely critical to protecting people in developing countries from COVID-19. The charity\'s local partners are experts in hand-washing, hygiene and teaching people how to protect themselves from disease. It is now urgently scaling it efforts to combat the spread of COVID-19 in the regions it serves.

The COVID-19 Relief Fund, directed 100% of donations to local needs, is expanding the charity\'s work to bring vital resources to vulnerable communities.

Reviving unsafe boreholes {#cesec10}
=========================

DuPont Water Solutions -- a business unit of DuPont Safety & Construction -- has also been working in Ethiopia with three organisations on a project that involves providing safe drinking water (*Membrane Technology*, May 2020, page 1).

DuPont, The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), CARE Ethiopia and Israel\'s Puretec Water Engineering Ltd, which specialises in customised water filtration systems for irrigation and drinking water, formed a partnership to revive capped and unsafe boreholes, serving as a model for the region.

It is estimated that a little over 40% of the population in Ethiopia has access to safe, clean drinking water, and in rural areas that number declines even further.

Serdo, a town in the Afar Region of Ethiopia, lies within the Great Rift Valley, which is known for underground water reservoirs that have dangerously high levels of salinity and fluoride.

DuPont says that non-governmental organisations have funded the drilling of boreholes in the region as a way to access clean water directly underground. However, on average, only one in five produces safe drinking water. Approximately 40 borehole wells throughout Afar itself have been abandoned and sealed after spending thousands of dollars on drilling.

With funding from USAID and DuPont Water Solutions, the regional DuPont team worked with Puretec on the design and installation of a treatment facility during the first half of 2018.

DuPont Water Solutions donated 16 BW30-400 FILMTEC™ reverse osmosis elements and provided technical expertise, whilst CARE Ethiopia and the regional government facilitated the project\'s process and logistics.

According to DuPont, the site at Serdo serves as an operating example for municipal water boards and governments that are interested in scaling proven technology and products to stem similar water challenges.

The project is now providing 5000 litres (1320 gallons) of safe water per hour to more than 2000 men, women and children.

**For further information**, visit: [www.dupontwatersolutions.com](http://www.dupontwatersolutions.com){#interrefs10}, [www.charitywater.org](http://www.charitywater.org){#interrefs20}, [www.usaid.gov](http://www.usaid.gov){#interrefs30}, [www.care.org/country/ethiopia](http://www.care.org/country/ethiopia){#interrefs40}, <https://puretec.co.il> & [www.youtube.com/embed/zdZ0Vr-H59U](http://www.youtube.com/embed/zdZ0Vr-H59U){#interrefs60}

*(This news focus is based on press material issued by DuPont Water Solutions.)*
